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      The Week Ahead Week of March 29, 2010
Below is the Serve-a-thon letter that is being sent out to all those addresses you have been submitting!  Thank you for allowing us to expand our reach into the community.  Thanks also for giving us the opportunity to tell your friends and family that Christian education is not only benefitting you, but that this is valuable to the Body of Christ, and really, a benefit to our country.

As we see many participate, even at a smaller level, it will be a huge boost to the programs we provide and, to some degree, the availability of financial aid we can offer to those who cannot afford our tuition.

Here is a different way to look at it:  your children are like our product.  There is validity for the community to look at your children and make a judgment as to how we are doing.  That is why I am so thankful you have participated because I believe we will do very well when people check us out.  Reminds me of what Philip said to Nathaniel in John 1:45 in relationship to meeting Jesus, “just come and see.”   We intend ECA to be so special and on mission, that anyone who investigates will see the value and the fruit!

In His Grip,

Dan L Bragg, Ed-D

Don’t forget to take this weeks survey:    http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HSFYMFH
2010 Serve-a-thon letter:

Is America in a crisis of character?

The news is filled with stories of crime, greed, immorality, and corruption.  These stories are generated not only in our streets but also in our classrooms.  Today’s younger generation is plagued with problems of poor work ethic, drug abuse, sexual activity, violence, lying, cheating, stealing, and bullying.

Who is training the next generation to be people of good character?  Who is teaching our kids to be people who do their best work and do the right thing in all areas of life?  Emmanuel Christian Academy.  We are committed to preparing and equipping students to live a life of strong moral character; a life with values that will not only help our students to be successful in their own lives, but will improve our communities, our work places, and - character in America.    

This thought reminds me of the Ephesians 5:15 passage which warns us to be careful how we live, not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity.  That includes the opportunity of education.  What a great privilege we have to partner with Christian educators who use quality curriculum, to teach biblical philosophy, to prepare, train, and equipped our children to serve the Lord in a difficult world.  

Our children are growing up fast.  We must make the most of every opportunity to get them ready!

Will you join with the body of Christ to support Christian education and the value it brings to all of us?  All of our families make a sacrifice to have their children at ECA.  There are many who cannot.  Consider a gift, even a small gift of $20, to help us educate children in such a way that they can be difference makers.  Everyone who participates fights the tide of a world bent on selfishness where character strength is a virtue of the past.  

Make the most of your time and money and help ECA to educate the children of the Springfield and surrounding communities to value principles that are timeless and true; values and principles that are rooted in scripture. 

The child writing to you is part of a school that is training him/her to prepare for the future with excellence in all areas.  Our curriculum is comprehensive and college prep, but includes service to others.  One of the ways we teach this is to take a day in the spring and serve our community.

Your help strengthens an organization that is serving the body of Christ.  Your support is crucial to changing the current deficit of character in America.   When we all participate, great things can happen!






                             In His Grip,   Dr. Dan L. Bragg, Superintendent
Weekly Reflection

“Why we do what we do!!” – I have worked in both the public school and Christian school arenas and teachers and parents often ask, “Which do you like the best?”  My answer is this, “I like the freedom we have in the Christian school to teach the Christian worldview and the ability to enforce discipline from the Christian perspective of mentoring, but I like the pay and benefits of the public school and the opportunity to be a testimony to students, parents and fellow staff members.”  I believe I have been called to work in the Christian school arena, but I firmly believe that Christians also have the responsibility to teach in the public school sector.  

However, we should not place our children in that same arena – and I know that position is hotly debated in our churches.  Adults are mature, trained and equipped to work in the “world”, but our children are not yet fully trained.  I believe very strongly that the children of Christians should be in a Christian school.  It is very rare to have a home training situation and a spiritual maturity in children to be able to function as Christian “missionaries” in the public school arena.  

Our children face enough struggles through our everyday culture and to subject them to the secular humanist philosophy of the public school does not jive with the scriptural admonition to teach our children to follow God.  Children at Christian schools face many of the same struggles that they do in public school.  They still have difficulties with fellow students.  We still have students that lie, cheat, steal and use wrong language.  However, the difference is that we confront and mentor the offenders; we do not condone or ignore the behaviors.  I know that my public school peers also strive to teach “character education” principles, but their standards and the character qualities they strive to teach are much different than ours.

The bottom line is simply this: We do what we do because we believe God has directed us to be faithful to teach and mentor our young people.  We take that responsibility very seriously and we strive to persevere despite any hardships we may have to endure.  We look forward to continuing to partner with you and share the victories as we work together to teach and train your children.  God bless you! (
 Mr. Retzer, Elementary Principal

New Information

Easter Break
April 2nd – April 9th, we will return to school Monday, April 12th.
Early Release Date
 Our next early release date is Tuesday, April 27th at 1:00 p.m. Please pickup your child at 1:00 p.m.  Check with your local school district for bus information.
Parent Teacher Conferences

Tuesday, March 30th from 3:15 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Decker will be gone during conferences on student trips so if you have any concerns, please email him at jdecker@ecaoh.com 

Educational Apparel

Will be here for an in-school sale on Tuesday, March 30th from 3 until 6 p.m. in the cafeteria.
The Consignment shop will also be open during that time.
ESM WEEK  March 29th – April 1st  Please turn in all field trip forms and fees for ESM week (March 29 – April 1st) as soon as possible.  Thank you!

2010 Serve-A-Thon Reminders!!! 

1.  SEND IN YOUR 10 ADDRESSES

               Letter writing in the classroom is going on now!  
               Before ESM Week/Spring Break for 9th – 12th graders

               E-mailing your addresses would be extremely helpful! 

                     To: jdewey@ecaoh.com or your child’s homeroom teacher

2.  SEND IN YOUR FAMILY PLEDGE - $50

               The family pledge has been reduced from $100 per family to $50 per family.   
               Pledges can be fulfilled in two payments of $25 each, one in March and one in April.

3. SAVE THE DATE – FRIDAY, MAY 7th!  

              Can you volunteer? Please let us know!  
              We will need drivers, chaperones and classroom volunteers.                                                             

Any questions – give me a call! Thank you for your support!  Jessica Dewey

Re-Enrollment: Reenrollment is now in progress. Please submit your reenrollment paperwork and fee as soon as possible. Classes are filling quickly!
Consignment Shop: We are currently accepting “gently used” uniforms to stock the consignment shop in preparation for the upcoming Educational Apparel sale on Tuesday, March 30th from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.  Due to space constraints and the number of shorts that we have in stock, we are not accepting shorts at this time.  The Consignment Shop will also be open during the Educational Apparel Sale from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. Thank you and God Bless.
PTF Officers: If you are interested in being a PTF Officer for the 2010/2011school year please contact Lynne Willis in the school office. This is a great opportunity to volunteer and serve our faculty and staff.  Thank You!
Vote for Addison!  Addison Tossey, 2010 senior, has entered a scholarship photo contest.  The voting is open to the public & will remain open until April 15th. (only one vote per internet connection)  The top 3 contestants will be eligible for a $5,000 scholarship plus $1,000 worth of photo equipment. Addison plans to attend Mount Vernon Nazarene University for a Major in Fine Arts with a concentration in Photography.  Go to this link to vote for Addison!  http://scholarship.sigmaphoto.com/view.asp?Page=3
From the School Nurse:  Parents of 6th graders; please note the letter from the Clark County Combined Health District being sent home in grade cards this week.  Immunization requirements for students entering7th grader have changed for next school year. Feel free to call me if you are uncertain whether your child has received these immunizations.  Lisa Garvin RN 

Sports Desk

Please check our website www.ecaoh.com under “Athletics” for daily schedule changes and updates.  

Upcoming Events

                         April 3rd - Hannah Christine Young Memorial Volleyball Tournament
Have a great weekend!
