
Not many people 

know how much work the 

varsity team put in preparing 

for the season. Every day after 

school they put in two hours of 

practice with lifting on 

Wednesdayôs to improve their 

strength. This grueling hour 

and a half of iron pumping 

madness leads our team to 

gains in every field you can 

think of, explosiveness, power, 

agility and coordination. This 

weight training is the secret 

weapon, so to speak, for our 

team. This Friday I went to the 

Basketball games. The high-

light by far of the night was 

the varsity game. Like a roar-

ing gun the crowd was pump-

ing up the decibels to levels 

that hurt my ears. As usual the 

two cheerleading squads 

squared off into a mock battle 

that embodied the actual fight 

of the night. Flips and kicks 

followed by cheers from the 

respective crowds only helped 

to encourage the healthy rivalry 

between the squads.  

Like two fighters in a 

ring, the teams circled each 

other looking to land blows, 

and in the true fighting sense, 

bobbing and weaving down the 

court.  Prior to the game we 

interviewed the head coach 

from last year, Coach Moore, 

on how he felt about the new 

team. He said that 

the new team would 

be ñExciting and up 

tempoò, also he felt 

the game would be 

full of ñenergy and 

hustlingò, and that 

some people would 

ñstep upò to the 

challenge of newly 

found leadership. 

Like a prophet his 

foresight was spot 

on. The game was a 

barrage of back and 

forth action chang-

ing the upper hand 

more times than I 

could count. Last 

yearôs senior and Captain of the 

Varsity team in the 2010-2011 

season and 
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Scott said 

that he felt 

the team 

will ñdo 

wellò, but 

also has ña 

d i f f e r e n t 

outlookò. 

Many were 

con f iden t 

about the 

t e a m ô s 

c h a n c e s 

this year. 

By:  Matthew Trout 
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but it is also a key factor in your testimony for 

the Lord. 

Consider the verse in Luke 2:52, ñJesus grew 

in wisdom and stature and in favor with God 

and men. ñ 

What we say and how we say it matters to the 

way people think about us.  As we live out a 

positive testimony that elicits a positive re-

sponse from people around us, it glorifies the 

Lord. 

The class ended the semester with a great ex-

ercise that included their testimony.  It was 

such a blessing for me to get to hear this group 

talk about the tough situations that God was 

guiding them through and how they were un-

derstanding and growing in relationship with 

Jesus! 

I conclude with a couple thoughts.  You have 

some wonderful, deep, thoughtful classmates at 

ECA!  That doesnôt mean that there are not 

struggles, but good people are all around you.  

Secondly, do not be shy about expressing your 

faith, your troubles and your victories!  We 

need each other.  This is how the body of Christ 

makes a difference and you are members of that 

group and you need to learn the responsibility 

of that membership!  Lastly, speak up, share 

with confidence, you have great things to say.  

Not only do others need your encouragement, 

you grow when you go public with your ideas! 

 

So tackle the fear of public speaking, but if you 

struggle, then look forward to the new Speech 

class that will be your friend! 

In His Grip, 

Dr. Bragg 

 Did you know that nearly 

75% of people say that there greatest 

fear is speaking in public? 

So it may not be encouraging to know 

that starting with this yearôs junior 

class, every ECA graduate will have 

to take Speech!  The new class is 

being taught by Mr. DeVolld and he 

has 10 pioneers in the class this se-

mester helping him to work out the 

kinks. 

It is easy to see how valuable and 

important this class is.  We have to 

present ourselves to people all the 

time.  We are quickly judged on the 

way we present ourselves to others.  

To be clear, confident, discerning and 

wise as we ñthink on our feetò is cru-

cial to the first impression people 

have of us.  This ability to speak is 

not only good for you (and we want 

you to all be great and impressive), 
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Bible Verse of  the Month 

This is how God showed his love among 

us: He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him.  
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coach Tolliver put it, is ñto get better 

during every game, in every practice, 

and to get better in the academics in 

school.ò The coaching staffôs future 

plan for the Emmanuel girlsô basketball 

program is to make it respectable in the 

county, region, and in the state. Right 

now, the girlsô team has started out 

rough but is improving everyday with 

hard work and good coaches. ñYes 

weôve havenôt got off to the start like 

we wanted to, but I am excited with the 

girls outcome in every game and am 

glad to hear complements from other 

coaches.ò With only eight girls on the 

team, the girls have to motivate to go 

longer than many other teams do, due to 

fewer substitutions. The answer to that 

is coach Tolliver. ñHis attitude during 

practice is very motivational and it 

pushes us to do better,ò said Megan 

Ball, co-captain of the girlsô team. Bre-

anna Coffman, Senior and co-captain of 

the team followed Ballôs comment by 

saying, ñhe has a different personality 

compared to our last coach, but he 

wants us to play to the best of our abil-

ity.ò There are many strengths that the 

girls have and yet there are still 

some things they have to get 

through. One weakness is that 

the team is young. The strength 

of the team is that they are a 

very dedicated team, who al-

ways does what the coach tells them to do and 

do it correctly. Another strength is that the 

girls push each other in practice. ñWe learn to 

work together with the girls playing their first 

season as a varsity Lion basketball player,ò 

said Coffman. The girls love the new coach 

and they know if they have anything, they can 

talk to him. ñHe is a great coach who we can 

trust and be ourselves around,ò said Ball. The 

girls still have a long season ahead of them. 

With only 

a  f e w 

g a m e s 

down, they 

have many 

more to 

turn the 

t e a m 

around and 

to start an 

Emmanuel 

legacy. All 

s h o u l d 

come root 

for the 

girls dur-

ing every 

game. Go 

Lions! 

 Eight girls. A new head coach. One 

hard working season. These are the attributes 

of the Emmanuel 2011-2012 girlsô basketball 

team. The girls are under a new coaching staff 

this year, including a new head coach Terry 

Tolliver. Tolliver has had a wide career, having 

been on the coaching staff for several schools. 

ñI have played throughout my life and I wanted 

to be a coach since I was 17,ò he said. Up to 

now, he has coached at Kenton Ridge, London 

High School, Springfield South, and also 

Springfield North. He has also coached basket-

ball in the summer for the Amateur Athletic 

Union. As being a coach for Kenton Ridge, 

Tolliver would like to put them on the Lionôs 

schedule in four to five years. For now, the 

Lionôs would like to focus on this season and 

strive for a great season. Their main goal, as 

New Coach Leads Girls Varsity Basketball 

By: Stephen Miller 

Mystery Photo Winner 
There is no mystery photo this month because of Christmas Break.  

Senior Tyra Pruitt was the first correctly guess last monthôs photo. 

Varsity Girls Basketball Working Hard Towards a Good Season 
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Continued from Page 1. 

At the half the intensity of the fight be-

came clear, with the scored tied at 17-17, 

the Lions knew they had a hard fight 

ahead of them. The first half was a hard-

fought, low-scoring game where maybe 

the nerves of being the first game of the 

year had not yet been settled. To say this 

win was guaranteed would be a lie. The 

victory was still up for grabs with a mere 

17 seconds left on the clock. The crowd 

was literally on its feet the entire last half 

of the game but the volume nearly dou-

bled as the game came to its end.  

Despite the futile resistance of 

the other team the Lions emerged on top 

with an overall score of 45-41. The op-

posing team was the typical first game 

team for our school against the Cedarville 

Indians. Despite the win the teams remains 

humble though and feel that there is still 

work to be done.  Coach Te was under-

standingly excited after this victory but we 

did get him calmed down enough to get a 

quick few words with him immediately 

after the game. He said that he felt that the 

team did extremely well and that he felt 

that Jared had stepped up and was really a 

leader. He also felt that we had a ñgood 

home court advantageò. The crowd indeed 

was on fire that night, pulsating cheers 

rippled through the gym like a plague in-

fecting everyone who came into its seduc-

tive embrace. Eventually everyone gave in 

and joined into the cheering fad. We hope 

that the student body is as fired up as they 

were for the season opener as the team 

advances through the rest of their season. 

Come out and support the team at any 

game you can and make people fear the 

Lions on and off the court. 

Dr. Dan Scott known by some 

just as ñDocò was a beloved teacher, 

friend and colleague to all at ECA. He 

passed away on December 4th but his 

legacy at ECA will never be forgotten. 

Dr. Scott was a graduate of South High 

School, and received his bachelorôs 

degree from Wittenburg University and 

eventually his Masters and Doctorate 

from Ohio State in 2000. He loved Ohio 

State as an avid Buckeye fan and was a 

stadium usher at Ohio Stadium for more 

than 30 years. He was at ECA from day 

one when the building opened in August 

2001. Dr. Scott taught high school sci-

ence and math at Emmanuel. He taught 

at Emmanuel through the 2008-2009 

school years.  

While at ECA, he served as 

an assistant boys basketball coach and 

was a team statistician. His impact on 

the school is still felt today. Dr. Scott 

was the one who started the rookie tri-

cycle races on the last day of school. As 

a teacher, he was loved by his students 

by making his classes very personal. 

Former student of Dr. Scott, Mr. Jon 

Decker said that Doc was ñone of his 

Gone But Not ForgottenðDr. Scott 

favorite teachers and he helped him prepare 

for college.ò He had Doc for six classes 

and he had a lot of good memories with 

Doc and got some good life lessons, he 

said. 

Colleague and fellow science teacher Mrs. 

Scoby said that Doc was ñvery knowledge-

able, he challenged his students, and he got 

the job done.ò Mr. Olson said that ña peer, 

a friend and a confident and it was a great 

honor to work with him and he will be 

greatly missed.ò He also said how much of 

a family man Dr. Scott was and he cared 

for his kids and grandkids.  

Mr. Lynn commented that Dr. Scott truly 

cared for his students, and prepared them 

well for college.  

Dr. Scott had a profound impact and will 

be missed by his Emmanuel family.  

By: Ian Layne 





This time 

of year 

always 

brings back 

some won-

derful 

memories.  

On Christ-

mas day my 

brother, 

sister and I 

would al-

ways rush 

downstairs 

to peek at 

the presents 

under the tree.  Weôd go wake up our parents 

and dig into our stockings together in the 

living room.  Then weôd divvy up the pre-

sents and open them.  Mom would go make 

pancakes afterwards as we played with our 

new toys.  Around noon weôd get dressed in 

our Christmas best, go to my great auntôs 

house and spend the rest of the day with fam-

ily. 

Of course, this year will be very different due 

to a little blessing God brought my way about 

two months ago.  My beautiful daughter, 

London, will be celebrating her very first 

Christmas!  I am already seeing everything 

through little Londonôs eyes.  I wonder what 

she thinks of the bright lights, the ornaments, 

the Christmas tree and everything else.  I 

canôt wait for my parents to meet her in per-

son for the first time!  It is also my parentsô 

first time celebrating as grandparents, my 

brother and sister as an uncle and aunt, and 
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From the Desk of Mr. Steve Wynn, Guidance Counselor 

Itôs essential to choose our legacy now 

and begin living it.  Life is so precious 

but it is also short.  Hannah Young was 

killed in a car accident during her senior 

year at Emmanuel Christian in 2009.  

While this was truly tragic for her fam-

ily  

and friends, Hannah left an amazing 

legacy behind!  All who knew her were 

blessed by her kind heart, warm smile 

and dedication to the Lord.  She passed 

away before living an entire lifetime, yet 

the days she had on earth were lived to 

the fullest and for the best purpose: lov-

ing her Lord. 

We donôt know the number of our days.  

We have no control on when we will 

pass from this mortal realm.  We do 

control our legacy though.  So, I ask 

again, ñWhat legacy are you leaving 

behind?ò  I hope you will consider this 

heavily and pray to mirror the legacy a 

little baby boy left some two thousand 

years ago. 

Mrs. Wynn and I as parents. 

Another thought keeps coming to mind.  

Coach Wingate spoke in chapel last week 

and expounded upon the word ñlegacy.ò  

Ever since that chapel his words have 

haunted me.  He described legacy as 

ñsomething handed down from a predeces-

sor or from history.ò  I canôt help but think 

of the little girl in my arms.  Everyone told 

me the birth of my first child would rock 

my world and they were right!  My outlook 

on life has forever changed.  What kind of 

legacy am I leaving for her? 

In hindsight it doesnôt seem that long ago 

that I was in high school.  I remember 

wondering what my future would hold.  

Where would I go to college?  Would I get 

married some day?  Whatôs interesting is 

that the decisions I made in high school 

prepared the way for my legacy.   

I dedicated my life to the Lord in high 

school and am continuing to serve Him in 

my job, family and life.  I knew I wanted to 

grow in the knowledge of His Word so I 

went to a Christian college and was chal-

lenged incredibly.  I live each day doing 

my best for Him to leave a lasting legacy 

for London. 

In a few years (yes, a few) you will be 

entering college and many of you will get 

married and have children.  What kind of 

legacy are you leaving today?  Donôt live 

today in a way you will regret tomorrow.  

So many times we donôt think about the 

future implications of our actions.   
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 As many of you know the 

school just had their band and choir 

concerts. They were both very success-

ful events. The high school choir and 

the junior high concert was held to-

gether. The high school choir sang Sing 

We Now of Christmas, 

Candy Cane Listen, Iôll Be 

Home for Christmas, and 

All Bow Down. The junior 

high songs consisted of Let 

It Snow, Manager Medley, 

and God Rest Ye Merry 

Gentlemen. At the end of 

the show the high school 

choir and the junior high 

choir came together and 

sang Have Yourself a Merry Little Christ-

mas. The show had a bit of a different at-

mosphere to it than it had in years past 

years. This year the concert was set up in 

an intimate café style atmosphere with 

coffee cookies and hot chocolate. Mrs. 

Thomas said that she really 

enjoyed the more intimate 

atmosphere the concert had 

this year.  Mrs. Thomas 

also said, ñShe loved the 

choir concert this year and 

would love to see another 

concert next year and have 

the high school choir 

grow.ò Also we just had 

our high school and junior 

high Christmas band concert, which was a 

great success. They sang many well know 

Christmas songs and were a hit with the 

audience. They band seem to be very excited 

to get to do the concert. Lizzy Skinner said, 

ñI think itôs going to be awesome and the 

high school band has worked very hard.ò 

When asked what they were looking forward 

to the most, Douglas Keeney said he was 

looking forward to playing the Celtic bell 

the most. We are very lucky to have such an 

awesome band and choir here at ECA and 

we are very proud of the concerts they put 

on this holiday season. 

All I Want for Christmas is...Music!  

By: Kyle Loper 

ECA Holds Annual Choir & Band Concerts at the School 


