@ The Week Ahead

From the desk of Dr. Bragg, Superintendent

A good illustration of
oneds faith
evaluating
find yourself in. Chair 1 is
characterized by a person
who is walking with God
and sold out as an obedient
follower. You are strong in
your faith, sure of your sal-
vation and actively engaged
in a personal relationship
with Christ. These are folks
like David and Moses. We
see them make mistakes,
ask forgiveness, repent and
move closer to the Lord.
They are living the abun-
dant life, exercising healthy
spiritual practices, doing
devotions and making good
choices. Chair 2 is charac-
terized by an outward show
of commitment to Christ,
but a lack of internal, emo-
tional conviction. You seem
to be living your life accord-
ing to the Word, but in fact,
you are just going through
the motions. You are mak-
ing do and getting by, lack-
ing intensity and intentional-
ity behind your actions. But
Chair 3 is farther off yet.
Maybe in this chair, you still
go to church and you re-
semble the Chari 2 Chris-
tian. Some of these folks
believe that an act of wor-
ship that they participated
in as a young child is
enough to
Sadly, maybe
even realize their heart re-
mains unchanged and their
path is not one of eternal
salvation. Chair 4 is totally
secular and worldly. You
do your own thing. You

are not only lost but you

¢ aassign no value to the
w h i knowledge that can redeem uChair 1 from a Chair 5? |

your soul for eternity. You
may reject the Bible com-
pletely. Maybe you grew up
in a home or place where
there was no mention of our
Creator.

| used to stop here.
These were the four cate-
gories. No |
there is a Fifth Chair. This
was the Chapel message
on Thursday; ask your 7th
1 12th grader his or her
t hought s.
placement is between Chair
1 and Chair 2. Chair5isa
scary chair. Someone in
this chair obeys God,
probably most of the time,
but not
recognition of the righteous-
ness of obedience without
the reverence. They have
been taught to obey the
Word and find things go
more smoothly for them
when they do. But we see
something not quite right in
this chair. Are you familiar
with the story of the prodi-
gal son found in Luke
11:32. The older brother in
this parable, his reaction to
the return of his brother in
Luke 11:28-30, was proba-
bly in this chair. He had
been living a life of good

0 s a v works and was angry and
tresentful of

ceptance of his younger
brother. He was giving but
not out of a heart of service.
He ends up exhibiting a
righteousness born of his
own | ife of

out of

h Chair 4fisanarrhaé it bap-

thing. o
How can you discern a

candt discern
yourself this question. Do

you have a heart to save the

lost? Are you so in love with
Jesus that loving him flows
from your heart? | often
share my heart on this sub-
ject because | see a great

reedriodoting thenniext den- s

eration, current school age
population, from a Fifth or
Second Chair position to a
First Chair position. Here

| t 6God is sverything ia aur life,

as explained in the Deuter-

onomy 6 passage. By identi-

fying the differences in how
people live and how they
serve God, you can begin to
sed tbewsignals and sigiss
that determine what chair

one may be blindly accepting

as their own. The Chair 1
follower is concerned with

commitment, people, convic-

tions, excellence and loving
the Lord out of a heart mo-
tive.

Revelations 3:15-16 gives

us the impression that Chair
5 and Chair 2 Christianity

makes God sick. | suggest it

also either makes our kids
sick or totally destroys their
ability to make wise choices
that draw them closer to the
Lord. | would also suggest
the slide from Chair 1 to

pens all the time in Christian
colleges (like Harvard was),
denominations, churches,
and families. By the time
we get three or four genera-
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Judges 2:10 tells us that
the Jewish people not only

O forgot Moses and his mira-

cles, but that they actually
began to follow Baal! Talk
about bleak!

Thankfully Deuteron-
omy 30:15 makes it clear
that we have a choice. We
can choose life, we can
choose Chair 1 and all the
good things that result
from doing t
Wa§! If we make that
choice to do
way, huge blessings come
our way. Now my favorite
part, verse 11 tells us this
is doable! Itis not a far
reaching, Pollyanna, rarely
happens, proposal. Nor-
mal people like you and |
can live in this successful
Chair 1 type of blessed
existence. We are not
subjecting ourselves to a
culture of poverty, rather
an expectation of blessing,
riches, and rewards!
Partner with ECA, jump
into the activities and the
teachings of your church,
foll ow Godés
your children with gusto,
choose life and choose
Chair 1!

In His Grip,
Dr. Bragg
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2012 Serve - A- Thon Meeting FEBRUARY 9th at 7pm

The Emmanuel Christian Academy
2012 Serve-A-Thon is upon us!
This event serves as an opportunity
for ECA to help foster a spirit of
service in your ¢
providing volunteer support to local
ministries and non-profit organiza-
tions in Springfield and surrounding
areas. The Serve-A-Thon is also a
ministry opportunity for your family
answer the call that God lays on
your heart to financially support
ECA, over and above tuition. Every
year, ECA relies on the faithful sac-

rifice of our families to help us
raise money to cover the cost of
providing Excellence in Educa-
tion! Each year we achieve suc-
cess because of YOU! Your
prayers and support make the
difference. Please add us to
your prayer list, starting April 1st.
We will be sending out a Family
Pledge Request! As in the past,
we are asking that each family
prayerfully consider the amount
you are able to pledge. If each
family donates a $150, we will

exceed | ast
With your help, we can do this!
Mark your calendar for Friday,
May 4th! We will need volunteers
to drive and chaperone all over
Springfield. Please plan to attend
the Serve-A-Thon Parent informa-
tional & location assignment meet-
ing on THURSDAY, FEBRUARY
9th at 7pm .

Please contact Mrs. Gosney at
390-3777 or kgosney@ecaoh.com
with any questions! See you

FEBRUARY 9th at 7pm !

2012 - 2013 Open Enroliment Begins February 1st!!
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Val enti neg

Carnation Sale

Make someone feel spe-

cial on Valen

with a carnation and a per-

sonalized message! Sales
\ for orders will take place

Wednesdays, in the cafe-

teria during lunch time,
starting January 18th and Fridays, in the
lobby after school, starting January
20th. Parents may also place orders at
the front desk. Carnations will be $1.50
each. All proceeds do to the 8th Grade
Washington D.C. Trip.

f
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Invite your friends, neighbors and church fami-

-~ M A~

2012 Spring Open House Schedule

L

Sunday, January 29th, 2-4pm
Thursday, February 2nd, 5-7pm
Thursday, March 8, 5-7pm
Tuesday, April 17, 5-7pm
Thursday, May 17, 5-7pm
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Around the Corner:

Saturday, 1/21

¢ 8am o ACSI Spelling Bee POSTPONED

Tuesday, 1/24

¢+ 6:30pm PTF Meeting in the Library

Thursday, 1/26

+ State of the School Addressd come and here all
the ways God is moving at ECA!

Friday, 1/27

+ Consignment Shop Closed

+ Boys JV Basketball vs. Temple Christian @4:30

+ Girls V Basketball vs. Temple Christian @6pm

with a Jr. Lionés half

+ Boys V Basketball vs. Temple Christian @7:30

Saturday, 1/28

¢+ 8am 0 ACSI Spelling Bee Make-Up Date

1

Down the Road:

Thursday, 2/2
+ Early Release at 1pm & Open House from 5-7pm
Monday, 2/6

¢ NO SCHOOLO0 Parent/Teacher Conferences
¢ PSEOP Training with Mr. Wynn

Tuesday, 2/7

+ Fine Arts Boosters Meeting at 7pm

Monday, 2/20

¢ NO SCHOOLS President's Day

Friday & Saturday, 3/2 & 3/3

+ Drama presentationd The Importance of Being
Earnest

Friday, 3/9

¢ 9thd 12th Grade Lock-In
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Emmanuel Christian

Box Top contest for 7 - 12th Grade:
Academy

From now through January 31st, the 7 -12 grade homerooms
Phone: 937-390-3777 (purple days) will be collecting Box Tops. They must be cut and
Fax: 937 -390-0966 trimmed to count. Students have a con-

Web: www.ecaoh.com

tainer in their homeroom class to drop
them off. Any homeroom class that fills

"Blessed are those who their container by Jan. 31st, will get a
February 23rad!!!

righteousness, for they will

be filled." Matthew 5:6

i i
2012-2013 School Year

Winners will be announced the week of

o

earn
WBoxTops
for our school when
you shop online °

OPPORTUNITY

Emmanuel Christian Academy

isseeking Christian families to walk beside
foreign exchange students.

If your heart is to serve God by helping others,
this is a great opportunity for you and your family to extend God's grace
to a student from a different culture.
Family assistance, monthly stipends, and cultural experiences!

Now is the time to sign up!

\ For additional information, please contact Mrs. Gosney at 390-3777. /

Are you interested in PSEOP for the 2012-2013 school year?

If so, then attend the mandatory
informational meeting for students who
are interested in participating in the Post-

)

4

Secondary Enrollment Options Program {
(PSEOP) for the 2012-2013 school year.
Both the student and at least one

'y =

parent are required to attend the
meeting.
Please contact Mr. Wynn
The meeting will take place on
February 6th at 6:30 PM in M
classroom. PSEOP allows s
take college level coursewo
high school. Students curre g
eightthrough eleven are eligible.

if you have any questions
by calling (937) 390-3777

or sending an email to
swynn@ecaoh.com.

National Honor Society

Winter Blood Driv

February
28
2012

Are you willing to
donate?
Contact Mr. Wynn

tor details.

€
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http://www.boxtops4education.com/

